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F. P. A. Luncheon-Discussion 


Saturday, December 16, at 12:45 
Hotel Astor 
The New Economic Policy of Russia 


Speakers 
Mr. MALCOLM SUMNER, who has negotiated 
th the Soviet government in behalf of important 
‘eign claimants. 
Hon. FRANK P. WALSH, recently returned 
mm three months in Moscow. 
Tickets: 


Members $2; Non-members $3 
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LAUSANNE 


AND BRUSSELS 


Confusion at Lausanne 


ESPITE the frequently announced 

“complete accord” between the Allies 
and the ex cathedra pronouncements of 
Ambassador Child no _ substantial pro- 
gress on the questions of the European 
boundary of Turkey, the control of the 
straits and the Anatolian boundary line 
has been made during the first two and a 
half weeks at Lausanne. There is, how- 
ever, prospect of agreement on questions 
of capitulations, exchange of prisoners, 
“protection of minorities,” the customs 
and the Ottoman debt. 

Unfortunately under the non-committal 
phrase, “exchange of prisoners”, and the 
pious promise, “protection of minorities”, 
tacit consent has been given to the tragic 
expulsion of hundreds of thousands of 
Greeks and Armenians from Turkish ter- 
ritory. These considerations seem not to 
weigh so heavily with the Allies and 
America as does their concern for oil in 
Mosul or strategic or commercial advan- 
tage in connection with the straits. Sordid 
selfishness predominates. Both the Turks 
and the Allies consider themselves con- 
querors. Russian and Balkan intervention 
serves only to complete the confusion. 


Another Brussels Conference? 


T Brussels, if Poincaré has his way, 
a new conference will be opened on 
December 15th to discuss reparations, 
inter-allied debts and related problems. 
On the holding of this meeting and its 
successful termination may depend the 
fate of the present French Cabinet. The 
French Premier has repeatedly promised 
his Parliament that before the end of the 
year, he would through this conference 
secure: 
1. A definite reparation settlement satisfactory 
to France with ample guarantees. 


2. A reduction if not the cancellation of the 

French debt owed to Great Britain. 

But Bonar Law is not showing any more 
interest in the Brussels plans than did 
Lloyd George. The new German Govern- 
ment is standing by the Wirth proposals 
of November 14th, which are not satis- 
factory to France. It looks very much as 
though Poincaré who came into power on 
the program “make Germany pay” may by 
this same slogan either be forced out of 
office, or forced to resort to drastic mili- 
tary sanctions. These can disrupt Ger- 
many; they cannot “make her pay”. If 
Poincaré chooses, as the dispatches of the 
last day or two indicate, to go into the 
Ruhr, he may temporarily strengthen his 
position at home but will certainly wea’ 
France’s position abroad. 


France and the Naval Treaties 


AST week the French hostility towe - 
the ratification of the Washington 
naval agreements was manifested in the 
Foreign Affairs Committee of the Cham- 
ber of Deputies. The favorable recom- 
mendation of M. Mandel, reporter of the 
commission, was defeated by a vote of 
twenty-six to sixteen. M. Mandel, for- 
merly Chief of Cabinet under Clemenceau, 
then resigned. This action of the Com- 
mittee is all the more remarkable because 
Premier Poincaré and Ex-Premier Briand 
were among those who favored immediate 
action. It may be that this adverse vote 
was actuated in part by considerations of 
internal politics. It is certain, however, 
that there is much resentment in France 
at being placed, as far as capital ships are 
concerned, on the same footing with Italy. 
More than two months’ ago, the F. P. A., 
called attention to the possibility of non- 


1 Bulletin, No. 47, October 6, 1922 


ratification by France and Italy. Secretary 
Hughes belittled this danger’. As we said 
then, it is the patent duty of our govern- 
ment “to use every available resource to 
secure the ratification of these agree- 
ments”. If either or both France and 
Italy finally refuse their assent, Great 
Britain, Japan and the United States must 
reach a new accord, if naval rivalry is not 
to be resumed. The first move in this di- 
rection should logically come from Secre- 
tary Hughes. 
JAMES G. McDONALD. 


Nationalistic Russia 


ALTER DURANTY through his dis- 

patches from Moscow to the New 
York Times continues to throw more light 
on developments in Russia than any other 
American journalist. Writing last month 
of the Communist Internationale then 
meeting in Moscow, he summed up his 
impressions of the Russia of today as 
follows: 


“First is a growing tendency to dissociate 
the affairs of the Communist Internationale from 
the affairs of the Russian Government. 


“Second, there is definite acceptance by Rus- 
sia of the new economic policy with all it im- 
plies. It is significant that not one speaker al- 
luded to the subject tonight, and when Zinovieff 
referred thereto in Petrograd two days ago it 
was only to say: ‘The Russian delegates to the 
conference will show you it is an unavoidable 
stage of our revolutionary progress.’ 

“Third, Russia, resurgent, rearmed, reinspired 
with the national spirit, no longer needs foreign 
Communists to fight her battles. Which in- 
evitably will mean a decrease of ‘Bolshevist’ 
propaganda and the development of Russian 
policy toward the renewal of economic and po- 
litical relations with other countries. 


“To complete the ironical significance of to- 
night’s proceedings, the Czar’s imperial box was 
occupied by the diplomatic representation of 
Germany, Italy, England and other States, head- 
ed by Ambassador Graf von Brockdorff-Rantzau, 
the man who three years ago at Versailles faced 
the allied statesmen with the warning that their 
peace treaty which ostracized Russia and ‘en- 
slaved’ Germany was unworkable.” 


From Premier Lenin’s address before 
the delegates of the Internationale ‘the 
Times correspondent quotes as follows: 


“We went too far and we have found noth- 
ing is final, that always we must learn from cir- 
cumstances. We started transformation too fast, 
without sufficient force behind us. We were like 
an army that got too far in advance of its base. 
We found the peasants and small bourgeoisie 
that form the vast numerical majority of our 
country were against us. To retain power we 
had to satisfy them.” 


Mr. Duranty adds: 


“This is no paean of revolutionary triumph 
such as you might have expected after watching 
the serried ranks of the revolutionary forces 
march past you in tens of thousands, equipped, 
disciplined, and aflame with martial ardor, in 
Petrograd and Moscow. Nor is Lenin apologiz- 
ing—far from it. You realize he is setting forth 
the reasons why Russia exchanged the pure prin- 
ciples of communism for a new economic policy.” 


2 Boston Speech, October 30, 1922. 
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The New German Government 


HANCELLOR WIRTH fell because of 

the unwillingness of the recently 
united Socialist parties to remain in his 
Cabinet if representatives of the Stinnes 
Industrialist group of the People’s Party 
were to be included. The new Chancellor, 
Dr. Cuno, though a representative of the 
large financial interests, is singularly li- 
beral and enlightened. He has never be- 
fore been active in politics. He is person- 
ally popular and has been able to enlist the 
co-operation of all parties. It is only 
questionable whether he has that excep- 
tional strength of personality to dominate 
a most difficult situation. If Cuno fails, 
the young German republic will face a 
period of bitter political maneuvering 
which may jeopardize its already weak 
position at home and still further lessen 
its power to make payments abroad. 


War Methods in Peace 


DP prmgne- the war Germany was sharp- 
ly criticised by the Allies for levying 
assessments on Belgian towns for attacks 
on German soldiers or officers. Now, 
more than three years after the Armistice, 
the Allies are following this German war- 
time practice. A few days ago the Am- 
bassadors’ Council demanded a forma! 
apology from Bavaria and levied penal 
fines of 500,000 gold marks on each of the 
Bavarian towns of Passau and Ingoldstadt 
for attacks on Allied officers. A practice 
of doubtful legality in time of war must 
have even scantier justification in time of 
peace. The net result has been to embitter 
German feeling, strengthen the militarists 
in Bavaria and weaken the republican gov- 
ernment in Berlin. 


The Central American Conference 


HE CENTRAL AMERICAN CON- 

FERENCE, called by this govern- 
ment, opened December 4 in the Hall of 
the Americas in the Pan-American Union 
Building when delegates from Costa Rica, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua and Sal- 
vador heard from the Chairman, Secretary 
Hughes, very welcome pledges of unsel- 
fishness and disinterestedness. This con- 
ference offers to the small republics an op- 
portunity to harmonize their conflicting 
rivalries and aspirations and to the United 
States the occasion to remedy some of the 
mistakes and abuses in its Caribbean 
policy. 


The F. P. A. is glad to announce that copies 
of the complete text of the long suppressed King- 
Crane report on the Near East, which has just 
been released for publication, will, through the 
courtesy of the Editor and Publisher, be mailed 
to members this week. 


Checks should be made payable to Ropert H. 
GARDINER, Treas., 3 West 29th St., New York City. 
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